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Tanzania mainland is comprised of nine hydrologic basins. Four basins in the East — comprising 43% of country’s area — drain
into Indian Ocean. The northernmost basin drain into Lake Victoria that is the southernmost watersheds of the great Nile
Basin. Lake Tanganyika and Lake Nyasa are two other transboundary freshwater lakes, which about 20% of the area of the
territory drains into. Seven of the nine basins are shared basins with the neighboring countries.

Ecosystem is the largest water user in Tanzania mainland. About 45% of the renewable water resources is required for
replenishment of environmental demands, and 31% is currently utilized for domestic, industries, irrigation, and livestock sectors.
In the latter portion, Irrigation sector accounts for about 82% of human-consumptive uses, which makes it the second rank in
water demands. Third rank goes to hydropower, building up 23% of total demands, however it is mostly a non-consumptive use.
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Water from water points is potable water consumed for the people or livestock. Means of access to water at the supply points
Tanzania mainland receives in average an annual precipitation of 870 km? out of which as much as 744 km? returns back to the are usually in form of communal standpipes. However, other shapes of access to water are present such as water kiosks, water
atmosphere and about 126 km? (14.5%) turns into surface and ground water as renewable freshwater resources. tanks, hand pumps, developed or undeveloped springs, and cattle troughs.




